
Frequently Asked Questions



How can I help prepare my child for school?
• Talk to your child about school. Discuss the sorts of things

they might do at school, what they are looking forward to
and any worries they might have.

• Look at pictures together from the school website.

• Try on their school uniform. Encourage your child to get
dressed and undressed independently.

• Read stories about starting school. Here are a few
examples:

The Colour Monster Goes to School by Anna Llenas
Starting School by Janet and Allan Ahlberg
I am absolutely too small for school by Lauren Child

• If your child is worried about leaving their grown ups at
home, The Invisible String by Patrice Karst is a great book.



How can I help prepare my child for school?
• At school we carry our lunch on a tray to a table. Maybe

practice by eating your lunch ‘the school way’.

• Towards the end of summer, set up routines which will
help your child to go to sleep and wake up in time to get
ready for school.

• If your child has long hair experiment with hair styles for
tying it back off their face.

• Practice their school journey as this will help your child
become familiar with the routine of their school day.

• We will be sharing some more resources which will help
you get to know your teacher Miss Hyett.



What will my child need to bring to school?

Every day your child will need to bring:

• A water bottle filled with fresh water
• Their green book bag which will be given to your child

on their first day.

We would also like your child to bring a pair of named
wellies that will then be kept in school for going on Welly
Walks and other outdoor activities.



How will I know what is happening in school?
There are many ways in which we will share
information with you. These include:

• Face-to-face communication
• Weekly home school diary note
• Termly Curriculum Letter
• Newsletter/dates for diary
• Achievement Assemblies
• Parent App
• Parents’ evening
• End of year report
• Twitter - @CrostonTSM
• Instagram - crostontsm
• Website – www.trinitystmichaelscroston.co.uk



Will my child need a P.E. kit in school?

The Curriculum Letter (which you will receive in September)
will let you know which day your child will be required to
come to school dressed in their P.E. kit.
This won’t begin until the children have settled into school.



What do I do if we are late for school?

Report to the school office as the playground gates will be
locked.

What do I do if I need to change the 
arrangements for picking my child up?

• Ring school 
• Write a message in the home school diary



What if my child needs medication or an inhaler?

• Report their absence via the parent app
• Ring school and report the absence

What do I do if my child is ill?

• Take the prescribed medicine or inhaler to the school 
office

• Complete an administering medicine form
• The prescribed item must have the dispensing label from 

the chemist attached
• Please do not put any medicines, inhalers or creams in 

the care of your child.



Can I take my child on holiday in term time?

• The Government imposed tighter constraints in 2013
• Leave from school can only be granted in exceptional

circumstances, at the discretion of the Head Teacher
• Do not commit until you have sought permission as a

retrospective application cannot be authorised



Can my child wear jewellery to school?

• Other than simple stud earrings, please leave jewellery at 
home.

• Stud earrings need to be covered for PE with a plaster or 
medical tape

Can my child bring their favourite toy to school?

No, please leave all toys and valuables at home. 



Can my child bring their own snacks into school?
• Yes, a healthy option for morning break time – fruit/water.

Please refer to the Healthy Eating Policy on the school
website.

• In September your child will receive complimentary toast
and milk for the first two weeks of school. Please pay for
the remainder of the autumn term via Parent Pay. We
encourage you to order toast and milk for the first term as
we use it as an opportunity to sit and chat with our new
Year R friends.

• For the afternoon break, fruit is provided by the
government as part of a healthy eating initiative.



How do I pay for milk and toast?

Our school office is now a ‘cashless office’. When your child
starts school in September a Parent Pay activation letter will
be sent home with your child. Parent Pay will then be used
throughout your child’s time at Trinity and St. Michael’s to
pay for trips, toast etc. Please activate your account as soon
as you receive the letter.



Do I pay for school dinners?
Whilst your child is in Year R, Year 1 and Year 2 you do not pay for
school dinners as each child receives a Universal Infant Free School
Meal (UIFSM) which is a government initiative. You will be charged
for a meal once your child is in Year 3 unless they qualify for Pupil
Premium.

Am I eligible for Pupil Premium?
Pupil Premium is a statutory benefit available to school aged
children for families who receive other qualifying benefits and who
have been through the relevant registration process with the Local
Education Authority. Part of this funding allows pupils (regardless
of their year group) to access Free School Meals (FSM) and also
covers the cost of school trips.
If you think your child is eligible for Pupil Premium funding, you
need to register with the Local Education Office at:
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-
families/schools/free-school-meals/



Can I take photographs at school events?

• Yes, but please keep them for your own personal use.

• Please do not upload photographs and share on
social media platforms as this will pose a
safeguarding risk for some of our pupils.


