
Class Novel
Our love of reading will 
continue to soar as we 
study Rundell’s award-

winning novel The 
Explorer. We also have 

a huge selection of 
picture books to 

analyse and appreciate! 

Happy New Year!
The Year 3 team would like to wish you all a 

Happy New Year! We hope you’ve had a 
wonderful, fun-filled Christmas break and 
that you also had chance to recharge your 

batteries! Our spring term topic is Rainforest 
Rescue! Did you know that only 6% of Earth’s 
land surface is rainforest, but, about half of 

all animal and plant species live there? A 
swath of rainforest the size of 40 football 
fields disappears each minute. The question 

is, what can we do to help?

English
To kick-start our rainforest topic, we are going to 
have great fun experimenting with Kenning poetry…

Striped hunter
Jungle prowler
Throat ripper
Deadly predator
Majestic feline
Forest protector 
Who am I?

Continuing with our aim to entertain, we will then 
plan and write a narrative based on another culture. 
Our inspiration will come from ‘A Ride of Passage’ 

which is a short Danish animation about Toki and his 
rainforest tribe. 

Our final writing purpose will be to persuade. Year 3 
will investigate, debate and discuss whether we need 
to do more to save our planet’s precious rainforests. 

Mathematics
Our first focus this term is going to be fractions. In Year 
2, children were taught to recognise, find, name and write 

simple fractions. After securing this understanding, we 
will look at tenths and how an object or one-digit number 

can be divided by 10. We will work practically to 
investigate and make equivalent fractions. Finally, we will 

look at ordering and comparing fractions. Our second 
topic will be measurement. We will start by measuring, 
comparing, adding and subtracting length (m/cm/mm), 

mass (kg/g) and capacity (l/ml).
Keep learning those times tables and division facts 

because they are crucial for so many areas of Maths.

Science
In Year 3, we need to be able to identify and describe the functions of 

different parts of flowering plants. What do plants need for life and growth? 
What kinds of plants flourish in the rainforest? Interestingly, one quarter of 
the ingredients in modern medicines come from rainforest plants! Did you know 

it can take ten minutes for a falling raindrop to travel from a rainforest’s 
thick canopy to the floor? I can’t wait to tell you all about my own little red-
eyed tree frogs! They are native to the rainforest but mine live in a pretty 

cool paludarium (see photos above).



Religious Education
Our first R.E. topic is ‘Jesus - the man who changed lives’. 
What kind of world do you think Jesus wanted for us? In 

Spring 2, we will move on to explore the joy and sadness of 
Easter. We will talk about why Christians call the day that 

Jesus died Good Friday. Last term, I was extremely impressed 
by the children’s mature and reflective responses during Class 
Worship. We are going to continue exploring friendships, our 

spirituality and our relationship with the wider world.

Physical Education
P.E. begins with a favourite of 

mine – Outdoor Adventure! 
Start practising your best 
moves because we will then 
move on to Dance! Spring 

term will finish with Tri-Golf.

Art and D&T
Let’s get creative! 
This term, we are 
going to study the 

artist Henri Rousseau 
and his fabulous jungle 
paintings. Pupils will 

have plenty of 
opportunities to 
experiment with 

various art techniques. 
Our second project is 

called ‘Down our 
Street’ which will 

provide an interesting 
cross-curricular link 
with Geography. We 

are going to 
investigate local 

architecture and then 
compare our findings 
with other areas. 

Geography
Our Rainforest Rescue topic is 

going to provide endless 
opportunities to enhance our 

geography skills. Rainforests are 
one of the oldest ecosystems on 
Earth and are fundamental to all 
life on our planet! Heavy rain falls 
on account of humidity and such 

hot temperatures. 
Our lessons will also give us the 
opportunity to compare North 
West England with another UK 

region. We have chosen Yorkshire, 
where both Mrs. Drury and Miss 

Pemberton’s mum grew up!

Class Routines and Useful Websites
• Homework will be given on Friday and is due the following Friday.

• Please support your child by reading together every night and signing their 
Reading Record. The children will be responsible for changing their reading 

books as and when required. 
• Please remind your child to pass their Home School Diary to a member of staff 

if there is a message from home.

Useful websites that will support and extend learning this term are: 

https://mathsframe.co.uk/
https://spellingframe.co.uk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zy66fg8
https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/student
https://www.activewild.com/rainforest-facts-for-kids/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar
https://www.rainforest-alliance.org/articles/10-ways-kids-can-save-the-rainforest

French
In French, we are 

going to revise simple 
greetings. We will 

then move on to write 
a paragraph about 
ourselves and our 

families.

Computing
Our computing topic is 

called ‘We are Presenters’. 
We are going to learn how 
to video a performance and 
then make editions. Watch 

this space!
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