
WELCOME BACK!
We hope that you’ve all had a wonderful 

Christmas break and have enjoyed a well 
deserved rest! This term we have got a wide 

range of topics to get our teeth into. We will be 
learning about the disgustingly deadly Black 

Death in History and exploring the wonders of the 
Nowhere Emporium in our English. We are 

confident that if you are as focused and 
determined to learn as you were by the end of 
Autumn Term, we will have great fun and make 

excellent progress, going forward.
Mr Gray, Mrs Barnes and Mr Maynard 

English

Narrative Poetry
After reading and analysing Alfred 

Noyes’s The Highwayman, we will be 
attempting to write our own narrative 

poems. Our main focus will be making 
word choices that have the greatest 

effect on the reader. 

Persuasive Writing
Inspired by our learning on the 
gruesome Black Death and the 

ridiculous cures at the time, we will be 
using persuasive techniques when 
advertising our own apothecaries. 

These will then be used as the basis for 
our iMovie adverts.

Historical Fiction 
In this unit of work, the children will be 
using their learning from their History 
lessons, as a stimulus for story writing 
touching on the horror genre. Creating 
detailed settings, character description 

and appropriate historical details to 
place their stories accurately in another 

period. 

Teaching Team

Mr Gray, Mrs Barnes, Mr 
Maynard.

Year 5 Curriculum Overview
SPRING Term 2019

History
The Revolting Black Death

This term our focus subject is History. We will be 
learning about the Black Death and the Peasants’ 
Revolt. These two events changed the way we live 

forever. We will look at how they came about and the 
effects they had on our country. We will also look at 
the influence these events had on our local area and 

use them to inspire our writing.

!!

Spring Class Texts:

The Nowhere Emporium –

Ross MacKenzie 

Computing

In Computing, we will be 
putting our iMovie and 

presenting skills to the test 
by creating, directing and 

editing our own apothecary 
adverts.

Science

In Science, we will be 
investigating the properties 
of different materials and 

identifying their uses in real-
world products. We will also 
be learning about reversible 

and irreversible changes.  



R.E / PSHE

This term the children will be learning about ‘Jesus 
the teacher’. We will be focusing on his skills as a 
great teacher, considering the messages of the 
parables and how they impact on the lives of 

practising Christians. 

Linking into PSHE - how can we use these 
qualities in our lives today?

Maths
In Maths this term we will continue to develop our understanding of shape and 

geometry, covering: angles, rotation, translation, symmetry, area, perimeter and 
volume. We will also be reviewing the theory behind multiplication and division, 

alongside their written calculation methods. Furthermore, we will continue to 
improve our understanding of place value, with a specific focus on rounding and 

estimation. 

Key Skills

We will continue to have a weekly English and 
Maths Key Skills slots, where we will review 

important reading and calculation skills.

How can parents help at home?

Reading Homework:  All children will have a school  library book but should also 
be encouraged to read widely, daily, from a range of other reading material at 
home (Newspapers, magazines, internet articles).  Please engage with and 

discuss your child�s reading with them (ask questions) as this will help to develop 
comprehension and encourage them to form opinions.

Spelling Rules – Each week the children will receive a spelling rule to take home 
and study. This will be completed through the website Nearpod. This task will be 

set on Friday and is due in for the following Wednesday.

Maths Homework: Mymaths tasks will be set most weeks and will be used as a 
way to consolidate or extend what we have been learning in class. Alongside this, 

practising all times tables up to 12 and some of the related division facts will 
significantly support your child’s learning in Year 5.

Home-School diary:  Please use this as a tool for communicating with school.  
Homework activities will generally be set on a Friday, to be handed in by 

Wednesday of the following week.

We look forward to continuing to work in partnership with you and welcome 
any questions or discussions you wish to share with us during the course of 

the year.

French

French will continue to be explored in Y5. Mrs 
Barnes will be introducing new vocabulary around 
greetings, introducing ourselves and developing an 

understanding of sentence construction.

Music

Year 5’s, extremely popular, Brass lessons will 
continue this term as we look to develop our 

understanding of musical patterns and structures. 

P.E.

This term a coach from UCLAN is coming to teach 
the children about the various types of PE there are 

and how they can be used in cross-curricular 
learning and activities. Also, the children will be 

learning Table Tennis and Gym.

Art & DT
This term we will be learning the art of water 
colour. After studying and analysing famous 
pieces, we will attempt to illustrate our own 

narrative poetry, through use of the medium.


