
WELCOME BACK!
We hope you’ve had a fantastic Summer holidays 

and have come back refreshed and looking 
forward to an exciting Autumn Term. We’ve got 

some really exciting topics of study for this term 
and are really looking forward to exploring them 

with you!

Mr Gray and Mrs Barnes

Literacy
Mystery/Adventure

Drawing inspiration from our class 
text, The Nowhere Emporium, we 
will write descriptions of our own 

‘rooms’ within the emporium. We will 
be focusing on writing engaging 

descriptions of character and setting.

Biography
After studying the biographies and 

autobiographies of Dahl and 
Hawking, we will write biographies of 

Alan Turing, a character who is 
fundamental to our Computing topic 

on cryptography. 

Narrative poem and Non-
chronological report

Linking to our History topic on the 
Anglo-Saxons and Vikings, we will 

look at mythological beasts. 
Tennyson’s poem ‘The Kraken’ will 

provide inspiration for our own 
poetry. We will also write a report 
about the Anglo-Saxon and Viking 

invasions of Britain. 

Teaching and Learning 
Team:

Mrs Barnes, Mr Gray and Mr
Maynard 

Year 5 Curriculum Overview
AUTUMN Term 2018

History Topic: We’re All Immigrants!
This term we will be learning about of the different 

civilisations that have inhabited Britain. With particular 
focus on the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings, we will be 

exploring the different factors that make up a 
successful civilisation and also, what factors 

contribute to their demise.

!!

Autumn Class Texts
The Nowhere Emporium 

– Ross Mackenzie

Danny Champion of the World 

– Roald Dahl 

Computing
In Computing we will be 

learning about 
cryptography. Through 

developing our 
understanding of how 

algorithms work, we will be 
creating, testing and 

cracking secret codes.  

Science
In Science this term the sky is by no means the limit! 
As we delve into the deepest, darkest reaches of the 
universe we will be learning about the composition 

and movement of planets. Through study of our solar 
system we will discover interesting facts about our 
neighbouring planets and understand the Earth’s 

relationship with the Sun.



R.E 

The R.E topic for this term is ‘The Bible’. We will be 
focusing on the concepts: wisdom, faith and truth. 
We will also be discussing why people have bibles 
and other holy books to help them through different 

times in their lives. 

Maths
We will start the term basing our number focus on place value and developing our 

understanding of the relationship between the four rules of number. This will help when 
we begin to develop more formal written methods of calculation. We will also look at the 

Geometry topics of measurement and movement.

Beyond this, planning will be informed by the outcome of baseline assessments.

Key Skills

We will continue to have a weekly Maths Key Skills 
session, either class or group based. In this 

workshop we will focus on specific calculation 
methods and strategies.

How can you help at home?

Reading Homework:  All children will have a school library book but should also be 
encouraged to read widely, daily, from a range of other reading material at home 

(Newspapers, magazines, internet articles).  Please engage with and discuss your child�s 
reading with them (ask questions) as this will help to develop comprehension and 

encourage them to form opinions. Please record home reading progress in your child’s 
reading record book, sign and date.   

Spelling Rules – Each week the children will receive a spelling rule to take home and 
study, prior to an in class assessment. A Nearpod code will be shared, giving access to 

the homework task. Furthermore, children will have individual spelling targets (informed by 
baseline assessments) stuck into their home-school diary, these should be worked on 

frequently.

Maths Homework: Mymaths tasks will be set most weeks and will be used as a way to 
consolidate or extend what we have been learning in class. Alongside this, practising all 
times tables up to 12 and some of the related division facts will significantly support your 
child’s learning in Year 5. Times Tables Rockstars is a great resource for supporting this 

learning and is accessible at home!

Home-School diary:  Please use this as a tool for communicating with school. This 
should be in pupils’ bags each day. 

We look forward to continuing to work in partnership with you and welcome any 
questions or discussions you wish to share with me during the course of the year.

French

We will be learning about France, the language 
and French Culture, during the first term. Focusing 
initially on greetings, introducing family members 

and numbers to a 100.

Music

We are extremely lucky to have been given the 
opportunity to each learn a brass instrument. 

During weekly music sessions we will be learning 
the basics of reading and understanding music, 

while practising with our own instruments.

Useful Websites:
www.jodrellbank.net/             www.google.com/sky/

www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/zq6svcw https://spellingframe.co.uk/

www.mymaths.co.uk/         www.ttrockstars.com/login

P.E

P.E is shared with Year 6 and led by Mrs
Chadwick. The learning and developing of invasion 
skills will make way to team based rugby activities, 

giving pupils the opportunity to apply their 
knowledge and skills.

Art & DT

We will be learning about the British illustrator John 
Minton. After analysing his style, we will attempt to 
create our own pen drawings, depicting the arrival 

of the Vikings in Britain.


