
Happy New Year!

Mrs Drury and I would like to wish you all a 

Happy New Year! We hope you have had a 

wonderful, fun-filled Christmas break and 

that you also had chance to recharge your 

batteries!

This term, we will focus on Philip Pullman’s 

The Firework Maker’s Daughter. Get ready 

to join us on an exciting adventure of 

dancing sparks, fire-fiends and talking 

elephants…

English
Our first text-type will be an explanation text about volcanoes and how 
they erupt.  The children will use iPads and laptops to research explosive 

volcano facts!  They will learn how and why volcanoes erupt, so that they can 
plan, write and edit their own explanation texts.  This research will link to 

current national disasters, which we can explore and discuss safely in a 
classroom environment.  Following this, Year 4 will have another opportunity 

to write an adventure narrative. We will discuss the fantasy elements of 
The Firework Maker’s Daughter and what we can learn of other cultures.  

The children will also consider what makes the novel a Gold Smarties Prize 
Winning text!  Year 4 absolutely loved reading and performing poetry last 

year and I know they cannot wait to get back on stage! We will analyse 
poems that link to fire and fantastic fireworks…  

Mathematics
This term, we will revise and recap all of the topics we covered in autumn.  

These areas include: Number and Place Value, Addition, Subtraction, 
Multiplication, Division, Fractions, Measurement, Geometry and Statistics.  
This will provide a fantastic opportunity to consolidate our learning so far.  

Moreover, we will be able to cover the topics in more detail and really deepen 
our understanding.  For example, adding numbers with greater digits, looking at 
decimal equivalents of fractions and answering two-step problems.  As a class, 
we will continue to use our problem-solving skills for word problems.  We will 

revise all of our tables and division facts through fun, ‘Active Maths’.  
Crucially, our Numeracy work will apply to real life situations for example 

organising New Year parties and costing holidays to Bali!

Science
In Science, our first topic will be Sound.  Fitting in nicely 

with fireworks, we will investigate how the fizzes, pops and 
bangs reach our eardrums!  Does the crackling bonfire get 
louder or quieter as you walk away?  Can you hear fireworks 
explode if you are under water?  We will then move on to 

the wonders of Electricity.  By the end of the topic, pupils 
will be able to construct a simple series circuit and will be 
able to identify different components. What do you think 
happens when you add more bulbs?  Will a bulb light if you 

only connect one end of the battery?

Geography
Linking to our fantastic fantasy novel, our Geography lessons will cover 

the world’s mighty volcanoes.  As our novel’s protagonist ventures to 
Mount Merapi in Indonesia, we will journey with her and explore how 

volcanoes are formed.  We will discover what makes them erupt, 
sometimes with devastating results.  The children will also compare the 
human and physical geography of Indonesia to the United Kingdom.  We 

will look at the culture of Indonesia; comparing and contrasting this 
with our own.  We will also discover how this tropical country differs 

from our oceanic climate.  

Times Tables
Last year, I was so impressed 
with how hard you all worked 
on your Times Tables.  Keep it 
up and make sure you are just 
as confident with the division 

facts. J

https://ttrockstars.com/login

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/
maths-games/hit-the-button

https://mathsframe.co.uk

https://ttrockstars.com/login
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
https://mathsframe.co.uk/


Art
During Art, we are going to learn about the life and 

works of Katsushika Hokusai (a Japanese artist).  
Following this, we will create our own printing blocks.  
We will also explore colour, by recreating one of his 

paintings using alternative colours.  The children will be 
encouraged to investigate which colours compliment 

each other.   

Design & Technology
Making cross-curriclar links to Science, English and

Geography, our first DT project will involve 
designing and making a violent volcano! How could we 

produce a 3D volcano that actually replicates a 
volcanic eruption!?  The children will have to decide 
on the most suitable materials, for example clay and 

papier mache.  They will then have to test their 
designs and adapt them accordingly. 

RE
In RE, Mrs. Barnes will be teaching Year 4 about 
Jesus the Son of God.  This will help deepen the 

children’s understanding of who Jesus was; that he 
was born both God and man.  They will explore his 

teachings and behaviours.  Following this, Easter will 
be discussed as a story of trust and betrayal.  The 
children will reflect on power, betrayal, trust and 

forgiveness.  They will then consider the concept of 
salvation.  

Computing

Spring term Computing lessons 

will focus on digital music, 

through a project entitled ‘We 

are Musicians’.  Year 4 will 

continue to use iPads and laptops 

to enhance learning, throughout 

the entire curriculum. 

PE
This term, our PE lessons will focus on the popular sport of Handball!  We are extremely lucky to have support from the Chorley School Sport Partnership.  Years 3 and 4 will build on the skills learnt in autumn and the aim is to become competent Handball players.  We will also enjoy regular Gym sessions, where pupils will learn a specific routine.  Beginning with floor work, we will strengthen our minds as well as our bodies and improve our flexibility.In class, we will continue to hone our Mindfulness skills - a particular Year 4 favourite!

French
Bonne année!  

In French, we will continue to 
look at numbers and short 
phrases.  We will also learn 
about French festivals and 

celebrations including Bastille 
Day. 

Class Routines and Useful Websites

•Homework (Maths or English) will be given on Friday and is due the following Wednesday.

•Please read, with an adult, every day.  Get your Home/School Diary signed every time you read. 

•PE will take place every Tuesday whatever the weather, so please bring joggers! Girls need spare 
socks if they are wearing tights.

•Useful websites that will support learning this term are:

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/topics/zgffr82 http://www.teachingtables.co.uk
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/topics/zj44jxs 
https://spellingframe.co.uk
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/physical-geography/volcano-facts/

Music
Mrs Barnes will teach the 

children music this term.  All 
the learning is focused around 

one catchy song: Stop!  
Through this rap, pupils will 
learn about the interrelated 
dimensions of music through 
games, singing and composing.

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/topics/zgffr82
http://www.teachingtables.co.uk/
https://spellingframe.co.uk/
https://spellingframe.co.uk/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/physical-geography/volcano-facts/

