
Year 3 Curriculum Overview Autumn Term 2018  
Mighty Metals

Welcome to Year 3.  We hope you all had a lovely Summer Holiday and a well deserved rest.  This curriculum overview gives you a taste of the learning 
opportunities planned for the Autumn Term. We will discuss daily routines and our expectations in more detail at the parents’ evening on Thursday 13th

September. We look forward to meeting you then.
Mrs Pope and Mrs Procter

Mighty Metals
Mighty metals are everywhere! From earrings to rockets, metals have shaped the world we live in today. This half term, we’re going to become 
fantastic physicists, exploring the world of forces, metals and magnets. At our local playground, we’ll explore the forces that help us to slide and swing. 
Then, we’ll bring in toys from home to investigate how they work. To learn more about forces,  we will explore how clockwork toys work and make 
magnetic games. 
Help your child prepare for this project...
Metals and magnets are everywhere! Why not do a hunt around the house to see how magnets are used? You could also make fridge magnets using a 

flat magnet, glue and modelling clay or recycled materials.

English
Class Novel: The Iron Man by Ted Hughes

‘The Iron Man came to the top of the cliff. How far had he walked? Nobody knows. 
Where had he come from? Nobody knows. Taller than a house, the Iron Man stood at the 

top of the cliff, on the very brink in the darkness.’
The Iron Man has become a classic children’s story since Ted Hughes first wrote it as a 
bedtime story in 1968. The story has been called a ‘modern fairy tale’ and has echoes of 
legend and fable. Hogarth, a small boy takes on might and strength, single handedly and 
bravely befriending an iron giant.  During guided reading sessions, we will examine how the 
characters and themes are developed throughout the course of the book.  In writing 
lessons, we will use this narrative to help write our own stories and become familiar with 
instructional, journalistic and letter writing.

Weekly focused spelling activities will help us to revise the rules we learnt in Key Stage 1 
and also to learn and practise the new spellings for Year 3. Please see additional 
information included in the home /school diary to help with spelling activities at home.

Please read with your child every night. The home/school diary contains some useful 
guidance for supporting your child on their reading journey. There is space in the diary for 
you to record any observations.

Mathematics
We will be challenging ourselves to improve our mental 
calculation strategies and secure our understanding of 
place value.  This will help to develop our understanding 
of the four rules of number (+, -, x, ÷).  Lessons will be 
interactive and make use of practical apparatus, 
mathematical puzzles and investigations.  This work will 
lead to a more secure understanding of the formal 
written methods of recording calculations.

Across the curriculum, Mathematics will feature in our 
Art and Science work.  The children will explore and 
deepen their understanding and knowledge of 2D and 
3D shapes by constructing their own Iron Man.

Please continue to support your child in developing swift 
mental recall of multiplication and division facts.  We will 
continue to use Times Table Rock Stars.



History
We will travel back in time and explore the changes in Britain from the Stone Age through to the Iron Age - possibly 
meeting Fred Flintstone along the way. Towards the end of our study we will create our very own miniature version of 
Stonehenge. An exciting trip has been planned to Martin Mere to bring this subject alive!

Art
The work of Eric Joyner (illustrator) and Karl Edenberger
(graphic artist) will be studied to help create our own drawings, 
painting and 3D models of robots.

R.E – Called by God
By reading and exploring stories from the Old Testament and chatting to Rev 
Janet, we will endeavour to appreciate the meaning of Faith, Service and 
Courage.  We will challenge ourselves to answer key questions such as:
-What does it mean to be called by God?
-In what ways does God call people?
-What sort of tasks does God call people to do?

Music
Mr Fitton, from Lancashire Music Service, will teach the 
children how to sing and play a variety of percussion 
instruments.  He will join us every Friday morning.

French
During our French sessions we will be learning how to greet 
each other, count to 20, label body parts and know colours.

Computing
Touch typing will improve our keyboard skills, speed and 
accuracy. This session will be led by Mr Duck.

P.E 
Please ensure that the children have appropriate clothing and footwear, to 
include jogging bottoms and trainers (clearly labelled) in school, as P.E sessions 
will take place every Tuesday afternoon in all weather conditions!  Sports this half 
term will include Tennis and Invasion Games such as Rugby and Hockey.

Homework
Please refer to the home/school diary on a Friday which will outline the weekly tasks.  These tasks will include regular reading, the learning of spelling 
rules, key words, multiplication tables and other number facts. Please see useful website and login details in the home/school diary to help support 
your child.


