
Autumn Class Texts
Kumaks Fish by Michael Bania

Big Blue Whale by Nicola Davies

The Emperors Egg by Martin Jenkins

Oi! Get off our Train by John Burningham

The Rainbow Bear by Michael Morpurgo

A for Antarctica by Jonathan Chester

English
Non-fiction non- chronological reports

The story of The Emperor’s Egg provides a good starting point for researching the 
subject of penguins, Antarctica and life cycles. The children will create fact files about 

Emperor Penguins.

After finding out about all aspects of Antarctica and the Arctic the children will produce 
a presentation which highlights the similarities and differences.

Explanation Texts

We will read ‘Oi! Get off our Train’ by John Burningham and then use simple 
information texts to explore the conservation issues facing the endangered animals 

who want to get aboard. The children will then create an eye-catching poster to  
explain the plight of the Polar Bear.

Letters
Ernest Shackleton wanted to be the first man to cross Antarctica. He advertised for 

people to join him on board his ship the Endurance. What would it be like? What would 
Shackleton and his crew need to be like to survive? E.g. brave, strong, healthy, 

adventurous and hard working, After exploring the features of a letter the children will 
write a letter to Shackleton to apply to be a member of his crew. 

Year 1

Spring Term 2022
The Year 1 team are very excited about this term
and are looking forward to sharing all that we
have prepared with the children. We have
planned a theme that we hope will inspire the
children and encourage them to learn.

Polar Regions
This term we will be exploring the Arctic and the
Antarctic. We will seek inspiration from stories,
visitors, websites, films, books and maps. As
Geographers we will be studying environments
that are very different to our own. We will look
for differences and similarities between each
region and with our own environment. We will
find out about the climate, people, traditions and
animals. As Historians we will find out about
famous explorers including Shackleton and Cook
as well as the race to the South Pole. As
Scientists we will consider habitats and life
cycles. Through a number of fiction and non-
fiction texts the children will explore
environmental issues, the natural world and
traditional tales.



Classroom Routines
•Reading Books: Reading books can be changed on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday. As the year progresses the children will
begin to choose their own reading books.

•Home/School Diaries: We will continue to provide weekly information about what we have been doing in class, what we intend to do the
following week and any changes to our usual routine in a weekly newsletter. We will still have a homeschool diary for any messages. If you
put a message in the Home School Diary please remind your child to hand it to a member of staff as they come into school.

•Homework: Homework will be set on a Friday and should be handed in the following Wednesday. Initially, this will be a numeracy skills
activity that reinforces a teaching point we have explored in school and spelling.

Maths
Read and write numbers to 100 in figures
Read and write numbers to 20 in words
Count on and back in multiples of 2,5 and 10
Order a set of random numbers to 100
Recall addition and subtraction facts for numbers up to 20
Recall doubles of numbers to 10 + 10
Recall halves of even numbers to 20
Add a single digit to any number up to 20 by counting on
Take away a single digit number from any number up to 20 by counting back 
Recognise, find and name a half as 1 of 2 equal parts of an object, shape or quantity
Recognise, find and name a quarter as one of four equal parts of an object or shape
Sequence events in chronological order using language, e.g. morning, afternoon 
Recognise & use language relating to dates, incl. days of the week, weeks, months/years
Tell the time to the hour/ half past and draw  hands on a clock face to show these times
Identify reflective symmetry in patterns and 2-D shapes

R.E. We will be exploring the stories of Jesus
meeting and healing people. We will then
use these stories to emphasise how and why
Jesus was special.

Science – Everyday Materials
The children will learn about everyday
materials including wood, plastic, metal,
water and rock. They will learn to identify
and name materials and to explore the
properties of these materials. The children
will also carry out a simple investigation to
help them decide which cup is the most
suitable to use to keep a hot drink warmer
for longer.

Websites
https://play.numbots.com
www.readingeggs.co.uk
www.antarctica.gov.au/about-antarctica                                          


