
Religious Education Policy
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I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel 

you with my loving eye on you.
Psalm 32 Verse 8
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1 - Intent

Religious Education at Trinity and St.Michael’s has a profound effect on the social, moral, spiritual and 
cultural understanding of our pupils. Through regular and discrete lessons, children develop a deeper 
appreciation for the Christian faith, the impact it has had on the world and its links with other faiths. 
Through our unique connections with both the Church of England and the Methodist Church, children will 
learn the rites, practices and doctrines of both denominations creating a well-rounded and moral Christian 
character. The principal aim of our RE lessons is to enthuse children with an inquisitive approach helping 
them to understand and appreciate the beliefs, cultural practices and impact of the Christian church and 
all the religions of the world while encouraging each individual within the school to reflect on their own 
personal beliefs.

Religious Education is a unique subject that helps children understand the world around them while 
encouraging them to better understand themselves. At Trinity, as with all of our subjects, we look to 
enthuse and engage pupils through well-planned lessons, engaging resources and active sessions. All of 
this will be achieved through:

- Weekly, timetabled RE sessions that use the Blackburn Diocese planning as a basis for an engaging and 
enthusing curriculum.

- The language of spirituality being used and discussed across the wider curriculum.
- RE being used as a driver for other subjects combining regularly with Computing, Art, DT and English to 

create a well-rounded and balanced RE curriculum. 
- Ensuring children regularly read the bible and study what we can learn from its stories.
- Regular worship and reflection that complements work going on in class and the Christian calendar.
- A good relationship with and regular visits to our local churches.
- Regularly looking at the rites and practices of other faiths, helping children develop the British value of 

tolerance and respect for people of other religions.
- Looking at challenging and thought-provoking questions based on theological and philosophical 

understanding such as:  the nature of God, the meaning and purpose of life, issues of right and wrong 
and what it means to be human.

- Ensure Religious Education plays a crucial role in promoting the values and ethos of the school promoting 
a ‘doing everything in love’ approach to our work and our learning.

2 - Implementation



3 - Impact

Religious Education at Trinity allows children to understand their own faith, the importance and impact 
of the Christian church and better appreciate other faiths of the world.

Through the implementation of Religious Education at Trinity, children will:

- better understand the Bible, Christian faith and its place in the world.

- understand who Jesus was, the stories he told and their importance.

- appreciate the importance of the Bible, how and why it was created and its similarities with other holy 
books.

- understand the importance of faith in the Croston community and the impact both churches have in the 
local community.

- learn to better communicate their thoughts on Christianity and other faiths through studying religious 
vocabulary and gaining an understanding of spirituality and morality. 

- understand how spirituality can be found in every subject and how we learn about God and ourselves, 
not just through RE, but all of the curriculum.

- develop their ability to reflect on, consider, analyse, interpret and evaluate issues of truth, belief, faith 
and ethics and to communicate their responses.

- learn from different religions, beliefs, values and traditions while exploring questions of meaning and 
their own beliefs.

- develop respect for and sensitivity to others, in particular those whose faiths and beliefs are different 
from their own.

- study and understand social and environmental issues throughout the world and appreciate what we can 
do as Christian citizens to help.

- develop their sense of identity and belonging in the world, preparing them for life as citizens in a multi-
cultural global society.

For further information on what pupils will experience and learn in RE at Trinity and St Michael’s please 
see appendix 1



4 - Sticky Knowledge

4.1 - Key Stage One

The 
important 

events in the 
Christian 
calendar.

What the 
Bible is and 

why it’s 
special.

Who Jesus is 
and why 

he’s special.

The stories 
behind 

Easter and 
Christmas

Other religions 
and their 

important holy 
books and 

celebrations

Important 
characters in 
the Bible such 

as Joseph, 
Noah and 

Moses

What baptism 
is and why it 
is important to 

Christians

What church is 
and why it is 
important to 
Christians

By the end of Key Stage One, all children will retain this sticky knowledge:



4 - Sticky Knowledge

4.2 - Key Stage Two

The different 
stories of 
Jesus and 

his miracles.

The Ten 
Commandments 

and their 
equivalents in 

other faiths (e.g. 
five pillars).

The disciples 
and their 

importance in 
Jesus’s stories.

The history of 
the Bible, how it 
was made and 

where the stories 
can be seen in 
other faiths.

The different parts 
of a church 

building and other 
religious Christian 
and non-Christian 

buildings.

What 
Christians 

believe 
happens after 
death and the 
idea of heaven.

Less well-
known 

characters in 
the Bible e.g. 
women in the 

Bible.

The rites of 
passage for 

Christians and 
how this differs 

with other 
faiths.

By the end of Key Stage Two, all children will retain this sticky knowledge:

Different parts of 
the Christian 

calendar including 
preparation periods 

e.g. Ascension, 
Pentecost, Advent, 

Lent.

Develop an 
understanding of 

the concept of 
God and how he 
is described in 

the old and new 
testament.

Look at a range 
of other faiths 

including Islam, 
Judaism and 
Hinduism.



5 – Key Vocabulary

5.2 - Key Stage Two

5.1 - Key Stage One

Christians
Christianity

Jesus
God
Bible

Christmas
Easter
Cross
Prayer
Church

Mary and Joseph
Miracles
Harvest
Baptism
Disciples
Charity

Bethlehem
Nativity

Noah (story)

Old Testament
New Testament

Judaism (associated language)

Last Supper
Crucifix

Holy Spirit
Heaven

Ten Commandments
Islam (associated language)

Prophets
Moses (story)
Good Friday

Easter Sunday
Gospel

Year R Year One Year Two

Clergy
Congregation

Pulpit
Psalms

Shabbat/Sabbath
Palm Sunday

Parish
Cathedral

Advent

Incarnation
Biblical books inc. 
Genesis / Exodus etc.

Pentecost
Ascension

Sikhism (associated language)

Pilgrimage

Year Three Year Four

Year Five

Confirmation
Messiah

Eucharist
Hinduism (associated language)

Salvation
Agape

Year Six



6 – Teaching and Learning

• We base our teaching and learning style in RE on the key principle that good teaching in
RE allows children both to learn about religious traditions and to reflect on what the
religious ideas and concepts mean to them. Our teaching enables children to extend
their own sense of values and promotes their spiritual growth and development. We
encourage children to think about their own views and values in relation to the themes
and topics studied in the RE curriculum.

• Our teaching and learning styles in RE enable children to build on their own
experiences and to extend their knowledge and understanding of religious traditions.
We organise visits to local places of worship where possible, and invite representatives
of local religious groups to come into school and talk to the children.

• R.E can engage children in rich multi–sensory experiences and therefore opportunities
to use artefacts, sounds, images, foods and smells will be provided.

• Children carry out research into religious topics. They study particular religious faiths
and also compare the religious views of different faith groups on topics such as
celebrations and festivals. Children investigate religious and moral issues and
sometimes share these in assemblies

7 – RE Curriculum

• RE is a foundation subject in the National Curriculum. We plan our RE curriculum in
accordance with the Blackburn Diocese Board of Education RE syllabus 2017. We
ensure that the topics studied in RE build on prior learning. We offer opportunities for
children of all abilities to develop their skills and knowledge in each unit, and we
ensure that the progression planned into the scheme of work offers the children an
increasing challenge as they move through the school. It is important that standards in
RE match the high standards, which we set in every other area of the curriculum.

• 80% of curriculum time will be devoted to teaching of Christianity.



8 – Foundation Stage

- We teach RE to all children in the school, including those in the reception class.
- The Blackburn Diocese resource is followed in the Foundation Stage.
- Foundation Stage sessions are differentiated to engage younger children through a number of 

different techniques and resources including: Chatter Box (a box containing items to do with 
that day’s session), role play, singing and artefacts.

9 – RE Curriculum Links

Teachers plan discreet lessons but also maximise opportunities for a cross-curricular and creative 
approach to enhance learning through links to other subjects including art and music. 

- English - RE contributes significantly to the teaching of English in our school by actively 
promoting the skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. Some of the texts that we use in 
Literacy have religious themes or content, which encourages discussion. We also encourage the 
children to write letters, accounts, reflections and record information.

- Art and Computing – Religious Education topics give excellent opportunities for children to 
approach their learning in a creative and engaging way. Every effort should be made by 
teachers to ensure children are given opportunities to use both technology and a number of 
creative mediums to reflect and feedback on what they have learnt in RE.

- Personal, Social, Relationship, Health and Education (PSRHE) and citizenship - Through our RE 
lessons, we teach the children about the values and moral beliefs that underpin individual 
choices of behaviour. For example, we contribute to the discussion of topics such as smoking, 
drugs and health education. We also promote the British values and attitudes required for 
citizenship in a democracy by teaching respect for others and the need for personal 
responsibility. In general, by promoting tolerance and understanding of other people, we 
enable children to appreciate what it means to be positive members of our pluralistic society.

- Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development – Through RE in our school, we provide 
opportunities for spiritual development. Children consider and respond to questions 
concerning the meaning and purpose of life. We help them to recognise the difference 
between right and wrong, through the study of moral and ethical questions. We enhance their 
social development by helping them to build a sense of identity in a multi-cultural society. 
Children explore issues of religious faith and values and, in so doing, they develop their 
knowledge and understanding of the cultural context of their own lives



10 – RE and Inclusion

11 – Resources

- We teach RE to all children, whatever their ability and individual needs. RE forms part of the
school’s curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all children. Through our RE
teaching, we provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils to make good progress. We strive
hard to meet the needs of those pupils with special educational needs, those with special gifts and
talents, and we take all reasonable steps to achieve this. For further details, see separate policies:
Special Educational Needs; Inclusion.

- When progress falls significantly outside the expected range or exceeds significantly beyond the
expected range, the child may have special educational needs. Our assessment process looks at a
range of factors – classroom organisation, teaching materials, teaching style, differentiation – so that
we can take some additional or different action to enable the child to learn more effectively. This
ensures that our teaching is matched to the child’s needs.

RE resources are managed by the subject leader and are stored in the study area.
These include:
• Bibles
• Biblical support material
• Worship materials – stories, prayers, music etc.
• Godly play materials
• Posters
• Multimedia materials

Many resources have also been saved and can be accessed on the school network. These 
include pictures, photos and presentations on all the major religions.

Teachers are also encouraged to both make their own resources, pertinent to the topics 
they are teaching, and to look online for relevant resources.

It is important to remember visitors can also make an effective contribution to RE and
Worship programmes and, at Trinity, we ensure a range of visitors from different faiths talk
to the children.



12 – Monitoring, Evaluation and Review

13 – Parental Rights of Withdrawal from Religious Education

The coordination and planning of the RE curriculum are the responsibility of the subject
leader, who also supports colleagues in their teaching and monitors and keeps informed
about current developments in RE. The subject leader attends local network meetings and
courses – mostly offered by Blackburn Diocese and the Methodist Circuit to keep up to date
with resources and curriculum development.

The RE subject leader will monitor the effectiveness of the RE curriculum by:

• Reviewing RE curriculum to ensure progression and coverage.
• Regularly monitoring a sample of exercise books & class reflection books.
• Collating and updating an annotated and levelled school portfolio of RE work.
• Delivering training and support.
• Identifying and ordering resources. 

This policy will be reviewed every three years.

Parents and carers are legally entitled to withdraw their child from religious education
classes if they so wish, although only after they have given written notice to school
governors. The Worship and Religious Education provided by the school is in accordance
with the Church of England or Methodist Church Foundation. This foundation is also
reflected in the curriculum and the whole life of the school community. Since the conduct
of the school as a whole reflects the Church of England or Methodist Church ethos, removal
of pupils from Worship and/or Religious Education (as parents are legally entitled to do)
cannot insulate them from the religious life of the school.

RE Subject Lead: Gwynan Hughes

Headteacher: Claire Procter

Date: September 2021


